« The fact that the protection of virgin land is not only
dealt with in law as a “green” (environmental) issue,
butalso asa “brown” (agricultural) issue, shows
how importantit s to keep natural veld intact.

« Whenit comes to conservation, interventions
must be proactive, not reactive.

« Improving habitat management and integrating
management of veld and arable lands into a single
strategy will benefit the farmer enormously.
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CARA

The national agriculture department is
responsible for implementing CARA, which
stipulates, among other things, that:

« You can't cultivate virgin soil

without written permission.

« You can't cultivate any land with a slope of
more than 12% without written permission.
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or of any size where the transformation

or removal would occur within a critically
endangered or an endangered ecosystem
listed in terms of section 52 of the National
Environmental Management: Biodiversity
Act, 2004 (Act No. 10 of 2004)". This includes:
« Transformation or removal of

indigenous vegetation on land that has
been transformed over 10 years ago.

Not only are scenes like this disheartening for conservationists, they're totally unacceptable

from an agricultural perspective. That’s why CARA prohibits any ploughing of virgin land
without a permit. Permits for ploughing endangered habitats won't be approved.
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